


Connelly School of the Holy Child is a Catholic, college preparatory 
school, committed to the intellectual, spiritual, artistic, physical, 
and social development of young women in grades 6 through 12.  

The School emphasizes academic challenge, joy of learning, and 
education of well-rounded women of faith and action.  

In keeping with the philosophy of our founder, Cornelia Connelly, 
Holy Child values the uniqueness of each individual and fosters a 
life of service to others.



of graduates received merit ad 
scholarships this past year.

63% 
of the Class of 2017 was accepted 

in early decision, early action, 
priority or rolling admissions.

83% 10 seniors were accepted to 100% 
of the schools they applied to.

100% 

We are part of a network of 10 Holy Child 
schools in the U.S. and more than 30 in the 

Society of the Holy Child Jesus worldwide. We 
have a study abroad exchange program.

10

Community service hours 
completed by students last year.

5,000+ 

of Holy Child students take AP 
classes (AP classes are available to 

juniors and seniors).

58%

of students are involved in student life 
programs including student government, 

yearbook, and our student newspaper.

67% 

of students take Honors classes in 
the Upper School.

46% 
of students take art classes.
83% 



Academics
Holy Child offers a rigorous, 
innovative, and engaging academic 
program of studies. Students and 
teachers develop close relationships 
and a supportive environment, which 
helps foster optimal learning for each 
individual student. 

Holy Child also partners with One 
School House, an innovative online 
school, to help expand class offerings 
for students interested in pursuing 
course work outside of the classical 
curriculum.

Advanced Placement  & Honors
• Algebra I
• Algebra II
• Biology
• Calculus (AB and BC)
• Chemistry 

English
• French III, IV  & V
• Geometry
• Government & Law
• Humanities
• Language and Composition
• Literature and Composition
• Psychology
• Physics
• Precalculus
• Spanish III, IV & V
• Statistics
• United States History



Innovative Classrooms
We’ve created innovative classrooms with tables and chairs that can easily be 
adapted for collaborative and individual learning, writable wall spaces, and 
easier access to multimedia tools.  Updated learnings spaces like the ones at 
Holy Child allow for more meaningful teaching and engaged learning, which 
can lead to higher test scores (according to Harvard University).



 

Personal by Design
Holy Child creates a personal learning experience 
with an 8 to 1 student to faculty ratio. This allows 
for our teachers and students to work closely 
together creating an individualized curriculum to 
fit the needs of each student allowing them to be 
the best version of themselves. 



Traditions 
As a Holy Child student, you will join a sisterhood 
founded on faith and tradition that will connect you to 
the generations of women that preceded you. Through 
events like Blue/Gold, Spirit Week, Ring Day, and First 
Day of School Celebration ”you’ll hear the Holy Child 
spirit calling out to you” for the rest of your life.



The Arts
Our fine arts instruction is deeply rooted in experiential learning. There is 
a climate that nurtures, celebrates, and helps our students build on their 
talents. Through programs like the Freshmen Arts Rotation, our goal at Holy 
Child is to enhance lifelong appreciation of the arts, bring joy to students 
in the process of discovery, and to challenge each individual in personal 
expression and overall achievement.  Options include:

• Visual Arts
• Instrumental
• Music
• Theater 
• Dance 



Spiritual Life
Holy Child’s founding mother, Cornelia 
Connelly, believed that “You must 
not hide the gifts God has given, but 
use them in his service.” We believe 
it’s important to provide a religious 
foundation in our students’ life through 
various activities like prayer block (every 
Thursday), an annual retreat day, a four-
day Kairos retreat for Juniors, and more.



Athletics
More than 60% of Holy Child students are involved in 
athletics. With a variety of team options, each individual is 
able to develop skills through our Junior Varsity programs 
or compete at a higher, more competitive level with our 
Varsity teams. 

• Cross Country
• Field Hockey
• Soccer
• Equestrian 
• Tennis
• Volleyball
• Basketball
• Swim and Dive
• Golf
• Lacrosse
• Softball
• Track and Field 



Diversity
The Holy Child community welcomes students and families 
of different faiths and diverse backgrounds. In keeping 
with the philosophy of our founder, Cornelia Connelly, 
Holy Child values the uniqueness of each individual and 
fosters a life of service to others. We continually strive to 
provide the opportunity for a Holy Child education to a 
diverse group of young women while creating curricula and 
programs that embrace the multicultural and economic 
reality of our community, society, and world.
 
Our Diversity Club has over 40 members who helped to 
organize activities throughout the year including cultural 
celebrations (Hispanic Heritage Month, Black History 
Month, French Week, International Week), holding town 
hall meetings around diversity identifiers among other 
topics, and participating in the Diversity Walk. Members 
also attended diversity conferences throughout the year 
including:
 
• AIMS Leadership Conference
• Student Diversity Leadership Conference
• Diversity on the DMV Conference
• GIN Conference



Service
We provide Holy Child students the 
opportunity to travel the world to serve those 
in need in our global community or those 
closer to home. Some service opportunities 
include:

• Food for the Poor (Jamaican Service Trip)
• Costa Rica Mission Trip
• Washington School for Girls
• Catholic Charities 
• Encounter the Gospel of Life
• DC Central Kitchen
• New Endeavors by Women
• Bethesda Cares 
• Potomac Community Resources



BELIEVE 
Our school spirit is bold and vibrant. Our students 
believe in each other, their community, their gifts 
and talents, and support each other throughout 
different experiences.    



Student Life
Holy Child offers each individual the opportunity 
to lead, meet new people and experience new 
activities through student government, the student 
ambassador leader program, campus ministry, or 
through one of our many clubs. Some of the current 
clubs include:

• Best Buddies
• Fellowship of Christian Athletes
• Model Organization of American States 
• Breast Cancer Awareness
• Booster Club
• Colon Cancer Awareness
• B4 Stage 4- Mental Health Awareness
• National Honor Society 
• Yearbook 
• Photo Team 
• Diversity Club 
• Leukemia & Lymphoma Society



Faculty
We employ more than 80 faculty and staff to help 
create a joyful and modern academic learning 
experience for your daughter.  Our staff are trained at 
highly notable schools like UCLA and Boston College, 
and continuously improve their skills through 
professional development programs like All Kinds 
of Minds facilitated by the Center for Teaching and 
Learning, National Diversity Practitioners Institute, 
and the Learning and the Brain Conferences.



Community
Holy Child is about community and family most of 
all. We believe it’s important to have a support group 
around each student that will inspire the individual to 
grow and build self-confidence, develop leadership 
skills, and set higher aspirations for their life. 



University of Alabama
Allegheny College
American Musical and Dramatic Academy
American University
The University of Arizona
Auburn University
Becker College
Belmont University
Boston College
Bucknell University
Butler University
The Catholic University of America
College of Charleston
Christopher Newport University
Clemson University
Coastal Carolina University
University of Colorado at Boulder
Columbia College Chicago
Cornish College of the Arts
Dalhousie University
University of Dayton
Delaware Valley University
University of Delaware
Denison University
University of Denver
DePaul University
Dickinson College
Drexel University
Eckerd College

Elon University
Fairfield University
The University of Findlay
Florida Institute of Technology
Florida Memorial University
Fordham University
Franklin & Marshall College
Furman University
George Mason University
The University of Georgia
Goucher College
Hampton University
High Point University
Hofstra University
College of the Holy Cross
Howard University
Indiana University at Bloomington
James Madison University
University of Kentucky
Kenyon College
Lafayette College
Longwood University
Louisiana State University
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University Maryland
Loyola University New Orleans
Lynchburg College
Lynn University
University of Maine

Manhattan College
Marquette University
University of Mary Washington
University of Maryland, Baltimore County
University of Maryland, College Park
University of Massachusetts, Boston
McDaniel College
Miami University, Oxford
University of Miami
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
University of Mississippi
Mount St. Mary’s University
Muhlenberg College
University of New Hampshire at Durham
University of North Carolina at Wilmington
Northeastern University
University of Notre Dame
Pennsylvania State University - All Campuses
University of Pittsburgh
Prince Edward Island, Univ of
Providence College
Quinnipiac University
University of Rhode Island
University of Richmond
Roanoke College
Rollins College
Saint Francis University
Saint Joseph’s University
Saint Peter’s University
Salisbury University
Salve Regina University
University of San Diego
Santa Clara University

Sarah Lawrence College
Seton Hall University
Sewanee: The University of the South
Skidmore College
University of South Carolina
Southern Methodist University
Spelman College
St. John’s University, Queens Campus
St. Mary’s College of Maryland
Stetson University
Stevenson University
Stockton University
Stonehill College
Suffolk University
Syracuse University
The University of Tampa
Temple University
Texas Christian University
The New School - All Divisions
The Ohio State University
Towson University
Tulane University
University of Vermont
Villanova University
Virginia Tech
University of Virginia
Wake Forest University
Washington and Lee University
Washington College
West Virginia University
College of William and Mary
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Wofford College
Xavier University

Beyond Holy Child
Holy Child graduates go on to become women of faith and action through their various life 
callings. In 2017, more than 63% of the graduating class received college merit aid.



Admission Process
There are several steps in our 
admissions process including a 
school visit, an official application 
with supporting materials (teacher 
recommendations, test scores, etc.) as 
well as an in-person interview for the 
applicant and parents. You can find 
more information about this process on 
our website.  

Tuition
Grades 9-12: $30,600
Literary Fee Grades 9-12: $300
 (Varied costs depending on course selection)
Technology Fee Grades 10-12: $375
Technology Fee for Grade 9: $1,000

Merit Aid
There are a number of awards given for 

demonstrated excellence in academics, visual 
and performing arts, and service leadership. 

These awards range from $6,000 to $10,000 per 
year for all four years of high school. 

Financial Aid
Financial aid is available at Holy Child. 
We work with the National Association 
of Independent Schools to provide the 
Parents’ Financial Statement (PFS) as a 

first step in the financial aid process. 

Transportation
We provide several bus routes 

making the commute to campus 
more convenient. Current routes 
include stops in Arlington, Great 

Falls, and Bethesda/D.C.

Contact
www.holychild.org

admissions@holychild.org
(301) 365-0955

9029 Bradley Blvd. 
Potomac, MD 20854 

Visit Us
We encourage you to come 
visit us. There are numerous 
opportunities to experience 
Holy Child and its community 
first hand through Open House, 
private tours, shadow visits, 
discovery days, and more. Please 
check our website for available 
dates, time and registration. 




